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21st December 2010 
 
 
 
First Petty Bench of the Supreme Court 
 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I’m writing to you as the President of the International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations (IFALPA) 
which, as you know, represents more than 100,000 airline pilots in over 100 countries. We are deeply 
concerned about the work related accident of an ANA airbus Captain on a flight to Saga Airport. 
 
We understand that an ANA Airbus Captain died as a result of a cerebella haemorrhage which developed due 
to cerebrovascular lesions. We also understand that prior to the Captain’s fatal medical issue he had been 
operating a fatiguing flight schedule for several months prior to his death. His schedule involved more flight 
hours and landings than other ANA captains. As a result we believe he was a victim of cumulative fatigue. 
 
We also understand that the landing at Nagoya airport was very difficult due to the poor weather conditions 
at the airport. A pilot suffering from fatigue may well have been more susceptible to the stress associated 
with a challenging low visibility approach than a well-rested pilot. This particular landing, under these 
circumstances, was extremely stressful to the captain. 
 
IFALPA is a champion of flight limitations regulations that are scientifically based to ensure that pilots are 
well rested and have a high level of alertness. ICAO standards now require science based flight time 
limitations. We believe that excessive working hours for pilots and stressful landings under difficult weather 
conditions can have a detrimental effect on a pilot’s health. There is considerable science on the adverse 
effects of fatigue, including cumulative fatigue that would support our conclusion. 
 
We urge the court to consider the Captain’s work schedule without regard to whether it complied with the 
flight limitation regulations. A schedule may comply with the published flight time rules but nevertheless be 
unsafe and negatively impact a pilot’s health. The science of fatigue management has reached this 
conclusion which seems to be supported by the adoption of Fatigue Risk Management Systems by States, 
including the United Kingdom, New Zealand and Australia. Therefore, the actual work schedule of the 
Captain and the opinions of pilots regarding the effects of fatigue and stress must be considered in 
determining the cause of death in this case. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Captain Carlos Limon 
President 


